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Location for Markating | S T

Jeffersofx éoﬁnty farms are at4a}r‘ninox" disadvantage for marketing' in the
metropolitan area of the Puget Sound Basin, In earliev years surplus products

- were moved by water or sold to shipping -in the Streibs .of Juan de Fuce and at

S‘mnapcrtation:t e : .

PR

Poft ‘Townsend, ' Today most products move by trick-and are reguired to use
- groes-Scund -ferries to reach the major ternimzl and transshipment market
‘eentersi -Although eastzrn Jefferson County dairymen, livestock famirers and
“peulirymen hsve fervying costs to contend with, they are within economical dis-
tanca of Seattle and Tacoma, Deiry and livestock farms in western Jefferson
Courty are at a greater dlsadvantage in the Puget Sourd market and are depen-
dent on long hauls to Pert Angeles and Aberdeen.. Isolablon. of Jefferson County
from thy large cities of Puget Sound Basin has been lessened by improved high-
ways. and more frequent ferry service, A bridge projeet across Hood Canal will
"in the near.futurs make a closer link to the ¢ities. ' .

- .

ba

- An mpoﬁénf ﬁ:ost"fé;ctozt‘-in ’ox"anspoi!ting farm products out of .Jefferson

~County are the freight tolls.across.Puget Sound via Washington ferries, Rates

are graduated by gross weight of trucks and trailers. As an-averags, tolis on
irregular shipments of livestock and crops amount to about $1.50 per ton, On
regular and frequent hauls of 12 trips or more per weex used in shipping milk
by tank trucks the commuting rate is 20 percent less, or about $1.20 per ton.
As a result, an important cost in Jefferson County marketing is the hauling
-.c08t 9f milk moved to Seattle, Kitsap County and Tacoma, Dairymen who ship
.aoross’ the Sound have a trucking and ferrying cost of about L5 cents per

- hundredweight of milk, . o

Jefferson County has one major route of -transportation for. farm.products,
particularly milk, This includes trucking from Chimacum across the Hood Canal,
ferry to LiaZell, .then. by, apocther. fovry from-Eingston across Puget Sound to
Edmonds, north of Seattle., Ferry service across these two walter barriers is
provided by Washington State Ferries, a state ocuned utility, The service is
on a schedule of 24 crossings per day between 6:00 AM, and midnight. Seattle
is less than three hours travel time by ferry from Port Townsend,

There are secondary routes for agriculiural marketing. These include the
state highway to Bremerton and on to Tacoma via the Narrows Bridge across
Puget Sound, Another route ia U, S, Highway 101 which loops around the Olympic
Peninsula and gives access to Shelton and Qlympla, Port Angeles, Aberdeen and
Hoquiam. This route is used for hauling of pulpwood, sawlogs and cattle,

Income, Velue of Farm Products Sold

Agricultural marketing in Jefferson County during the 195L Census year
involved four major and four minor types of products and returned a gross in-
come of over $839,000 to the farming population, Total sales were slightly
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greater than in 1949 when the Census showed that gross farm incoms derived
from marketing of farm products was $625,000,

Income from sales of farm products was divided up among 122 cammercial
farms in 1954, Only about oneethird of all rural places defined as farms by .
the Census were classed as commercial operations selling $250 or more worth of
products during the year, UNoncommercial farms {(largely residential and parte
time) mumbered about 250 indicating that a majority of Jafferson County farmers
are not on a full-time cormmereial basisg, . '

Medium-income farme are characteristic of Jefferson County agriculture,
Most numerous of commercial farme are those which sell products worth $1,200
to $5,000 per year. There are about 50 farms of higher income classification
selling products valued at over $10,000 per year, beihg mainly dairy and
poultyy farms. - :

Dairy products are the leading category of farm commodities marketed
accounting for 52 percent of all farm sales. Livestock sold alive for
slaughter or as breeding and feeder stock is second and poultry products is
third, Forest products such as pulpwood and logs is the fourth,

Totel Value of Farm Produsts Sold in 1954: $839,30k,

‘Eggs and \

Poul

Figure 13.- Sources of Cash Income, Jefferson County, 195k
. : -Souree: U, S, Oensns; Agriculture
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Marketing: Dairy Products SRR I R

!

Milk 48 by far the moei iwportant farm cormﬁodity pi‘oducad in Jefferson
County: Shipping milk and cream to docal and metropclitan: Puget Sound plants
‘48 the lsading form of agricultural marketing. ' In 195k theite were 58 farms

P . v

“

.- 8elling whole milk and L1.made Sales of ofeaim, Milk salazs: by farms were
9,823,700 pounds in 195l valued at $i11;280" and- vream scles were 51,495 pounds

- valued ab.$27,100, ‘A high proportiom of the fluid milk is grade’A milk sent
by tank trucks to dairias in Pord: Towmsend, Bremerton and Seaiutle, "4 recent
repoct in 1958 showed that Jefferson County had 36 dairy farms shipping whole

C'milk under the regulations of-the Puget Soumd, Washington Milk Marketing Area

 (Federal Milk Order No, 25) 1/, Inaddition to planty in the Seatlie and
Breme:ton areas Jufferson: County dairymen sell Cliss I 'and II milk to dairy
farmex cooporative plants and- independently owned plants in Port Townsend,
Since 1930 many dairymen have been patrons and members of the United Dairymen's
Assoclatilon which has plants in most western Washington countiess

.. Tgbls 22, Dairy Produsts Sold From Farms

aF ¢ - Jefferson County, 1939~195hL - Lot
Whole Milk Sold Cream Sold Butter Sold
Yoar From Farma From Farms From Farms

{pornds) [ {dollars) | {pounds) | (dullars) | (pounds) | (dellars)

1939 | 4,235,585 | 16,590 { 258,010'| 72,2L5 L1701 1,295
lokly 8,632,085 [ 276,228 87,350 | 35,156 2,765 865
1949 | 8,451,500 355,400 h3,265 | 264735 Wo data | No data
195k | 9,623,660 | 111,285 -| 51,435 | 27,110 No data | No data

Source: U.S. Census, Agriculture

Marketing Live Animsls

Livestock sold for slaughter, feeders and breeding stock makes up the
second most important type of agricultural marketing. Total livestock sales
in 1954 were $145,061 made by 320 farms, Major szles include about 2,000
head of cattle and calves, including beef breeds, cull dairy stock and vealers,
Sales are made to.country buyers from Olympic. Peninsula meat packing houses
and custom slaughter plants located at Sequim, Port Angeles, Aberdeen, Shelton
and Silverdale, Truck load shipments of vesf cattle are moved to larger
packing yards in Seattle and Tacoma. Although no figures are available, an
important type of livestock marketing includes seles of reglstered dairy
breeding stock from herds in the Chimacum Valley,

Hogs, sheep and horses are minor livestock items seld, Only about 300
head of sheep, 250 head of hoge and 15 horses are sold per year, In 195L, 13
farms sold hoge and nine s0ld sheep and lamba, A number of farms specialize
in riding horses on & smell scale and make sales to buyers ofer western
Washington, '
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1/ Micholas L, Keyock, Market Administrator, Puget Sound Washington Milk
Morketing Area.. Marketing Service Inforiation: Reports, 1957-1958.
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Table 23,~ Livestock and Livestock Producté Marketed

Jefferson County, 1554

Class of ILivestock 1 Quantity Amount Received

Products Sold Marketed | by Farmers
Dairy Products |

Butterfat 51,495 1bs, 27,108
Total 21l dairy products ’ 438,392
Poultry and poultry produets

ChickenSewemrmmmveceuunuan kk,999 virds $ 11,727
Bggfomcmmmmanaancaara-n ww=w | 183,061 dozen | 68,79?
Turkeys, ducks, geese-~--- 13,000
Total all poultry & poultry products $123,520
Animals sold alive
Cattle-masmmecmmmenmemmmmn | 837 head $ 82,555
CaLVEEwmmmermmammn an 1,111 head 50,339
Hogs and pigfemeveccnmcona 266 head o410
Sheep and lambSeemesoescen 318 head 3,917
Horses and muleSeereremewna 15 head 840
Total all animals sold alive 1 $3L5,061
Qther llvestock and livestock
PrOQUCEE B0Ldum—rommormceonenmsnoeasnoneee-——— $ 1,283

Total amount received for livestock
and livestock products- $708,260

Source: U,S5, Census, Agriculture
Poultry and Egg Marketing

Peultry products are the third most important farm item marketed. Total
live poultry and egg sales amounted to $123,500 in 195k, Eggs were by far the
leading item sold in that year and over 70 farms sold eggs to established
markets and by loeal vending, These farms received nearly $69,000 for fresh
egge in 195h, A mejor portion of ege sales were made by producer members of
the Washington Cooperative Farmers Assotiation to the Assoeiation's branch
plant in the Chimacum area, Live poultry--fryers, chickens and turkeys--were
mainly sold through the Cooperative, In the live poultry industry there were
S farms selling about 3L,000 fryers, L0 selling live chickens and & selling
turkeys,

. Marketing Crops

Commercial cash crops made up only 3 percent of Jefferson County farm
marketings in 1954, All orops sold brought returns of about $22,300, A major
part of erop production is used on dailry, livestock and poultry farms as feed
and dees not move off the farm where produced, Horticultural specialties such
a8 flowers, bulbs and plants were leading cash crops, Berries are sold locally
and to proceesors and rank second, A few farms have small surpluses of grain
hay and silage which are sold in the neighborhoed, Western Jefferson County
dairy and poultry farmers generally buy a portion of their hay and grain feeds
in years when erops are small,
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Table 2hi,~ Crops ¥erketed From Jefferson County, 195k

Amount: Received Parcent A1l
Type of Crops Sold . { By Farmers
(Dollars) Cropg Scld
Horbticultural Speeialties (ocut : '
flowers, plants, florist . .
. ' greeng, btulbs, etey) 1 - 81,089 4966
- Frudts and berries. (strawberries, | .. :
. raspberries, etc.) . 8,809 3905 -
Fisld Crops (hay, small grains, -
silage, potatoes, etc,) 1,564 7.0
Vegetables (sweet corn, eabbage,
graen peas, cucumbers, etc,) 879 3.9
Tobal amount received by . :
farmers for cash crops $22,341 | 100.0

. Scurce: U,S, Census, Agriculture

Marketing Forest Products

Faim forest products are increasingly important in Jefferson County,
Returns to farmers from salos of logs, pulpwood, posts and minor items wers
emimersted to value nearly $109,000 in 1954, About LO farms 813 sold veneer
and sawlogs and standing timber, About 2,886,000 board feet were sold in
195k, aff 31 farms, The Census, however, did not enumerate sales of Christmas

trees, huckleberry and salal foliape, sword ferms and c¢ascara bark and other
marketable products which would add significantly to this value,

Important market outlets for forest products are at Port Townsend and
Quileene., A major paper mill at Port Townsend buys pulpwood, A pulp mill at
Port Argeles is also a market outlet, A firm handling forest decorative
- greens and Oascara.bark malntalns a buying stsbion at Quilecenes

Table 25,= Forest Products on Ferms, Jefferson County, 1954

_.’L‘ype of Product Reporting | Quantity
Firawood and fuelwood cutemmmmeweew o2 | 899 cords
Fenge posts Guteese—mecanca y w 55559 posts
Sawlogs and vernser 1ogs CUiwmmecane Lo 2,886 M bd, £t,
Pulpwood cutecwe—cecn-- cmratan———— 31 2,969 cords
Total value of farm forest products - .
£0ld and used on the farMem——manm £5 $108,703 -

. .Source: U.S, Census, Agrichlture
Spegi_g?ied Farm Expendifjures o o

11 .

U Jefferson County farmers who reported expendiitres in 195 spept over
$537,000 during the year of 195k for feéd, lsbor, motor fuel and fertilizer
used in erop and livestock production, Chief farming expense was for dairy,

x
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livestock and poultry feed, About 350 farms bought feed averaging about $112

per farm during the year, Hired ldabor used in dairying and erop harvesting
was employed by 130 farms, Tractor and truck operations by 222 farms cost
$L9,000 for gasoline and oil, '

o

Servicing and supplying Jefferson County's 368 farms is an impartant
basis of local business in Port Townsend and Chimacum, This farm trade area
is a markelt for suppllies and equipment each year worth about $L50,000,

Table 26,- Specified Farm Expenditures in 195L, Jefferson County

Type of -Farms Expenditure of | Averase
Expenditure Reporting ail Farms Per Farm

Mashine hirenu-..."--.u.u 101 $ 183‘211 $180000
Hl!"ed 1ab0r.oo.ao-a04000100c¢0 130 73,320 56‘50
Feed for livestock and poultry 348 390,205 112,00
Gasoline, petrolsum fuel & oil 222 49,160 22,00
Commercial fertilizerasvecesss 72 5,281 73,00
Line and liming materials..... 15 £0 5530
Total prod‘uction COS}'IS. vec0n0s $§3?g u'ﬂ'?

Source: U.S. Census, Agriculiurs

Agricultural Income Compared to Other Income Sources

A study publisved in 1954 on the employment patiern has shown that Jefferw
son County is predominantly an area of govermment, industrial and commercial
trade services employment, Net profits from farm operations and wages paid in
agricultural employment is less than one percent of all wages and other income
received, Census of Agriculture data on value of farm products sold showed

Table 27,~ Types and Sources of Income 19501952, Jefferson County 1/

| Percentage of County
Typzfa§gc§;grce Incame in Dollars by Years Income by Yoars
1950 L) 1952 1950 '1_9_'%1 1982
Agriculture #* #* * #* 3 #*
Constraetion $ 251,000 395,000 288,000 1.8 | 2.6 | 1.7
Goverment 5,030,000!$ 5,797,000!$ 6,104,000] 3640 | 37.3 | 371
Mannfacturing 2,953,000{ 3,837,000] L,278,000| 21.1 | 2L.T7 | 25.7
Service 623,000 675,000 718,0001 L5 | Le3 Lo
Transportation, *
Communication
and Utilities 113,000 139,000 465,000 3,0 { 2.8 | 2,8
Trade 1,358,000] 1,490,000{ 1,6L9,000] 9.7 | 906 | 949
Miscellaneous 214,000 3,000 120,000 1.5 o7 ol
Property Income 1,531,000; 1,62,,000| 1,715,000} 11.0 | 10.k | 10,3
Other Income 1,568,000{ _1,175,000] _1,186,000! 11.k | 7.6 | 7.1
Tobal $13,961,000{$15,545 ,000{$16,663,000{100.0 |100.0 {100,0

1/ John A, Guthrie and Stanley E, Boyle, County Income Payments in Washington,
1950~1952, Pullman, Wash, Washington State College, Bulletin No, 26,

st less than 1% of total income.
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that farms made sales of $839,000 in 195L, Their production overhead for

labor, supplies and other costs were %Wm only
$301,500,

Govermment service payrolls in the early 195018 were accounting for 3?

percent, Faper and lumber manufacturing mads up about 25 percent, Commercial
and professional trades ylelded about 10 percent of wage income and rents and
interest from property investments gave 10 percent, Total county income from
all sourses was about $16,663,000 when lasb surveyed in 19S2¢

Level of Living cn Jefferson Goungz Farms

On the whole, farm people have not enjoyed a level of living as high as
vity people, Farm inocomes measured in dollars received for labor or goods
sold average lower than urban incomes, City peoplé alzo hava readily availw-
able more conveniences, Because of isolation and widely scaltered homes 1t is
mora difficult for farmers to get electrical, telephone, @ewer, running water
and ever higlway service, These often are too costly for prix'ate utility come
panies and govermment to provide for all rural residents, particularly in
mountainous areas, In numerous cages, incomes in some regions are too low for
farmers to put in their own electrical, water and other service conveniences
which poople living in compact c¢ity neighborhoodo take for granted,

Table 28, Indices of Level of living of Jefferson County Farm
Families, 1950 Compared with State and National Averages

Percentage of total farm families mth listed
Index Items index ltems
_ United States | Washington | Jefferson County
. Farm Family leveleof-living - 122 : L 131
>Median Income per Family $1,567 $2,380 $2,290
Electricity 7853 §205 97.8
Electric Hot Water Heater 174k 49,1 4305
Electric Washing Machine 5847 85.k 87,0
Home l'reezers 12,1  1he5 19,3
Mech, Refrigerators 62,7 774 63,0
Telephone 38,2 575 56,8
Hot and Cold Water Plumbing 2348 700l 61,1
" Central Heating 18,1 17,8 13.8 -
Hozses with Move than One '

Person per Room 223 15,7 i
Automoblles 6340 77.6 . 8343
Travel 10 Miles or More ,

to Trading Center 21l 20,5 32,6

Source: Walter L, Slocum and Carol L. Stone, The Farm People of
Washington at Mid-Century. State College of Wash:l.ngton,
Washington Agric, kxp, Stations. Bulletin 557, February
19550 Pullmm, Wa.shington. ’ :
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Jefferason County's farming districts are above those of the United States
in general in standards of livelihood but are slightly below the average farm
level of the State of Washington., 4 recemb study at the State University of
rural living levels found that Jefferson County had an index of 131 compared
with 122 for the United States and 15L for the State of Washington. Average ~
net farm income was $2,290 per farm family compared with $2,380 for the state,

Although many of the farm homes in dairy-poultry specialty areas such as
Chimacum Valley, Marrowstone Island and the Quilcens and Dosewallips Valleys
are well-equipped and serviced, the county average is reduced by numerous
cases of isolated farm places on cut-over lands and in remote districts of the
foothills and the Pacific Coast forest belt, In some elements of living
standards, Jefferson County farms are superior or egual to the state average,
Rural electrification is advanced and is above both state and mational averw
ages, Farm homes in this Olympic Peninsula region are well-equipped with
electrical home appliances, Telephone usage is about equal to the state averw
age, Farm housing in the area is slightly below average standards of the
state, One factor which reduces the index level is the isolation of farms
from trading oenters, About one-third of farm homes are 10 miles or more
from a city trading center, HRemoteness is a problem of farms in the coagtal
valleys of the Clearwater and Hoh Rivers,

Jefferson County agriculture has made steady progress from an early bee
ginning in the 1850's, Forests have been cleared and agriculture suited to

W

the verrain and climate has been developed, Dairy herds and poultry flocks
have been improved and marketing outlets have been expanded with modern water
and highway transportation, The Chimacum Valley, one of the oldest dairy
areas in the state, has maintained a prominent position in this industry.
Many farmers on small farms have successfully combined farming with industrial
work in the Port Townsend district, Numerous well-managed dairy, poultry and
livestock fayms stand as monuments to persevering ploneers who choge their
homss in the once-remote Olympie Peninsula region and in the viecinity of the
maritime ports and Tumber mills at the enmbrance to Puget Sound,



